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Current Italian Political Situation 



Tho following information was obtained frcra a reliable military source. 

Source volunteered information on the aituation involving the ITT. He 
stated that his evaluation of tho organization differed from that of • 

Chief SID. Source said the organization ia effective, well organized, 
and national in character. However, it docs not possess at present 
the capability to take any major action. He believes it is an impor- 
tant organization which mist not be under estimated, and feels that 
thoir activities must bo watchod closely. Ho indicated this is being 
done not only hero in Rene but all over the country- on a daily basis. 
Although the PH does not new possess tho capability, they nay very 
well develop thi3 capability in tho near future, oven within sis or 
nine mouths or a year. This is why they nu3t be watched. 

Chief SID, on tho other hand, considers the organization to be ineffec- 
tive and does not feel they are too important. Source indicates, 
however, that on several, occasions Chief SID has been worried by the 
organization. 

, Source revealed that Coneral LIARCEE3I had been in touch with him and 
J I i discussed paratroopers and Carabinieri. Source assured ZIARCHSSI that 
I ' paratroopers supported the Center and did not support extremists, 

I General PCRLETTSA, Commander of Carabinieri, allegedly foil while at I 
j home and injured his elbow, and ho will bo away from duty for a whilo. t 
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Current Italian Political 



The following indorsation v/rxs provided by a reliable military r>on:vo-, 
Vhis morning at .0900 1 jret with source. 
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Source stated that- he thought the political situation was a '.1 it tie 
better non- because COLCi-PO might be able to solve some of the eoor 
problems, and. get the country * a production going again, Here vex*, h 
did no -5 discount the possibility that a crisis could occur A;.: r.h© 
future « lie said there ara too many- people who for their own rep. so 
Want the Government to fall ox* who will put pressure on the Govern 
which -vay result in a crisis . He indicated he was giving hie supp 
to the OOLOHDO Government and hoped that it would bring about u si 
ticn that would - be better for Italy. Ho mentioned as a reason for 
f avoiding the . Government the fact that the Mini at or of Defense was ' a 
staunch onti-C^Tmuniet and source preferred to have him in charge. 

Source stated that he spoke to General CHILLEMI, Chief of .Cabinet for 
the Minister of Defense yesterday about the ey.p ointment . of Chief, "ID, 
C-orvvral CHILLSTIX allegedly assured, source that the situation locked 
very favorable for the appointment of General I.lACGIhl as Chief,, SID arid 
that the action would be taken during the next week. General OK lid till 
also said that although the Minister originally was not inclined to 
appoint Conor al 1JIC3LI to the joe, that he had new apparently decided 
to support him, • Source said that the Minister will have obtained the 
prior consent of President »3/>TlA0 Al 1 and tho President of the 0 os-noil 
before announcing his final decision. Source reiterated his former 
' position that he must have someone in the job whom ho can trust , and 
if his recoaiiTiendation for the appointment is not approved that he will • 
leave his position. 



He then went on to tell me that the ;job should 



called BCSGHBSiS, the head of the iVcc.te, a Fascist, 

Would bo a disaster of the Frcnto were assist -?d in an- 
other two services in any attempt against . the .Oovsrnraor.t hoc, ••.use they 
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.iroul d surely fail* • This would then have a very bad • effort on the 
democratic fore on and would give a trempnd eus advantage io tho Ccmvuurilsts « 
Source said the Army is everyv/horo in. Italy and is tho force to re e.ivi i. 
order if rociuir eel. Of core' no, ho said, haw! n.g an organisation like tho 



I Pronto iJan.ionale is net a "bad thing. However , every effort must he 
made to control that' force and let it ho employed only at tho proper 
i time and when circumstances so dictated. 



Source told mo that Italian -military units hod been moved to Sicily 
in late July as a contingency measure for possible* .action should the 
Libyans have killed nn.y Italians, he mentioned paratroopers and also 
the movement of the San llar-co Uar.ino battalion from Taranto to Augusta 
in Sicily. He indicated that final withdrawal of remaining units had 
begun on 6 September , V/hcn X c ongra fculat ed source on tho ability of 
the Italian Armed Forces to maintain an operation of this type secret, 
-he replied that this fact should he a demonstration to us that members 
of the Italian Armed Forces are loyal and are against Communism, lie 
further stated that if there had been anyone with Leftist leanings 
among the large number of military people engaged in tho operation, 
that there cortainly would have been a security leak. 



Comment* Source appeared very nervous, perhaps because of his concern 
over the delay in the appointment of Chief, SIP. 
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Italian Right I/irig Groups 



The following inf ormtvl; i on /was obtained from two reliable military source;:: 

on 31 .August • 'fiiis information passed. verbal !y to ' Arab&Sfinclo?: offernaovn 31 

, Today X discussed with source politic a?- orientation of the Armed forces 
and activities of several Right-wing groups . - According to sourco most 
officers of the rank of Major und higher are oriented toward tho I tali an 
Social Movement C-iSl). .The .younger officers naturally do not have tho 
same degree of political orientation toward tho Lull because most of them 
do not remember ^cry veil the years of the Fascist regime , The MSI 
praises military officers. Source emphasized that the MSI' v.-?.S' very anti- 
Communist and vo c*y pro— II, S, and pre-NATO, Its loader AlAJIRAITfE is 
respected by many politicians of other parties as a person who does nob 
cock to change the Government by undemocratic means. 

Source stated that the JJSI has a youth at cup called Avenguardia Uasionale 
with c. strength of about 80,006, Its loader is a man called AHIiERSOM,. a 
Regional Counselor of Romo, friendly to Americans and a friend of 
On, F» TURCHI. According to recent reports, this youth group is said 
to have broken r.vno.y from tho MSI, (l did not pursue this subject furbbor 
at this time because I waa anxious to obtain information on other Right- 
wing groups.) 

Source then discussed an organization known as Or dine Huovo (Hew Order) 
led by PIHO RAUTf , an editor of I_1 Tempo , This organization is much 
more to the Right than the MSI and has a membership of about 10,000 
throughout Italy. RAUTI maintains liaison with the political Right of 
Germany, Spain, i’olgiuin,, Greece, and acme other countries, Just recently 
RADTI organized a. trip for 30 Italian students to go to Greece, among 
other things to meet with Creek Government figures. 

r. Source then begun tc cover the Front© Hazionale (?1?) headed by Frinco 
\ Valerio B.ORGUSSS, According to source the organisation came into being 
i in January 19&9 V7 ho-:i the events of the previous so /oral years seemed -to 
• some people to warrant • formation of an. extreme Right-wing group, A mar.i- 
i festo was issued in March 1969 , a copy cf which is attached, 'When this 
organization was formed other Right-wing paramilitary groups joined,. It 
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with artoriosol orosis, and Italians consider that, 'anyone wbq has this 
disease becomes wrogreaaivoly demented, A nether reason /river* for the 
1 act; of c shorn 0:1 among the Right-yai ry groups • is that BORQFKGB has cor tacts 
v/i tli end ia 5 nfl canoed by the Tori fc.ish Intel licence Service. 

It ia no secret that B0RGHF3E avid roesfoers of bis movement have sought 
Italian Armed Forces help but they have achieved poor results „ Perhaps 
they have obtained ccrne Results in the Pap/ because of B0RG.ii.3SE' s naval 
background and the many friends he has in the Wavy, 

One of the veterans’ organisations that reportedly is allied with BOPGlflvSK 
is called the Oraanizr.asicno C ombattent i srao Attivo,. a clandestine group 
of 2-3,000 retired personnel headed by a retired Air. Force Brigadier 
General named UAGTROAGOSTITO. The group is centered, in Bologna, There 
may be elements of the active forces connected with this group, but if s'6 " 
they .are few. According to source the Front© lie. si on nl c supposedly 
receives 'financial assistance from many industrialists and businessmen. 

He mentioned CCGTA, er— President of Conf Industrie. j FA3SI0, a chip owner? 
MOOT I, an oil man $ • and a HI FAITvA. 

Source says that the leaders of the FIT have boon out of Homo during the 
month of August, but bo could give no reason why this was so, Source 
did state that there were seme summer training camps being conducted at. 
Bardonecchio .during the month of August , The groups training allegedly 
belong to the Fronte ITasi ovale, I tried to obtain information about F'lT 
leaders- in addition to BORGllSSB, but I could get no names , However, 
source did tell no that the Humber Two man in the organisation was an 
Italian military intelligence agent in Switzerland dui’ing VTorld War II, 
working ..with the Germans against the Frspr*ano and tho British, He 
allegedly was caught aval sore time after the end of the war was repair uvtod 
to Italy. Source refused to reveal identity , 

Source emphasized, at tho end of our discussion that A.LMIRABTF, head of 
the JISI, was not in agreement with the policies and ideas of BGRGHBS..1. 
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The f oil owing information was obtained from a reliable military oouroe 
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In addition, they claim 
to have support of the Carabinieri and po'Jice, Source states that these 
c!l o-ins are exaggerated, He admits that there my . he some in cl 7 vi duals 
who are allied v/ith the organisation but that very for; Armed Forces 
personnel are probably involved. 

According' to source, loaders of the FIT now consider, that having Valerio 
B0H.GHE3?J as their leader presents an inoengrous picti’.re to Italians 
because BOHOIESB is & Black Shirt, He is not apolitical but rather 
supports Fascist ideals and is intent on making a take-over try because 
ho loicv/S it is the only way for him to gain power, therefore , source 
gays that they are looking for a new leader. All c, godly, even BOHGHSSS 
recognises the problem that is posed for the organisation to errand so 
long ns ho is- its head, BCBOHESE is said to be in agreement with the 
idea of finding a new lender. Source specul sued that I01GHESB would not 
necessarily step down from lender ship but perhaps -would remain as a co~ 
leader of the group. The group feels that the only way it can attract 
a broad base of public opinion j.c to charge the image projected to the 
public. They want to become respectable and accepted * 

Source refused, to give me any information on the Humber Two man in the 
FIT or about any other of its leaders 
information is kept very restricted. 



Ho alleges that thin V'P© of 



I - then reminded source of his 
statements to me that one of the faults of the organisation wan the t 

at although this ’■ 
loaders. 



that its members talked too much. Source replied i! 
true that this would not apply to discussion of its 



Source restated the position of General HATCHES! and the Armed Forces,* 

..-•i , o , , that the Armed Forces are in the Center and. they will remain une.lignc-d. 
„ with any group boc-w.sc they feel that the moment they do, their freed cm. of 
y action will bo gone,. The Armed Forcers must remain in a strong posit:! on 
A to toko action when it becomes necessary , 
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sunjKCT: Current Italian Political Situation 



The. following information wac obtained from a pel iable military source 
on the afternoon of 12 September. 

Source was in a very confident mood, possibly Vo fleeting his expectation 
of being appointed Chief SIT). Source said thsck no ono really knows what ’ 
position FORLANI will take at . the National G/ yui ci 1 of the DO on • 

20 September. Previous reports that many .follower?* of FANi'AWI were 
moving over to join FORLANI do not seem to be true. It seems that the 
FAKFARI followers are remaining with FANFANI, The position that FORLAHI 
takes will be very important for the future of the DC, Source reiterated 
that this meeting would bo very critical. 

In discussing senior Italian military loaders source said that the 
selection of tho R0ST2LLI LORENZlkl as Chief of Staff Navy wan very good. 

He is a strong individual with a good character, is staunchly anti-- 
Communist, and greatly favors the ideas of General MARCHES! » As for 
General FANALI, Chief of Staff Air Force, source said that ho wants to 
become the Chief of Staff Defense when PARCHES! leaves. Source alleges, 
that ho is a near Fascist, but that in his career he has had PSX support 
for his advancement. Source did not give FANALI much of a chance to 
become Chief of Staff Defense 'because he said it would be an Army General, 

General FORLEhZA, Commanding General of Carabinieri, will still be absent 
from duty because of his recent fall for possibly another three weeks* 



Tho following information was obtained from same aourco on the evening 
of 12 September, 

Y/e discussed the relationship between PICCOLi and RUMOR* According to 
Bom-co, there is no rift between PUTfOF; and PICCOLI. He bases his opinion 
on the fact that PICCOLI told, source this during the last few days t 
Naturally there have been problems* After all, RUMOR resigned because 
he was allied with PICCOLI and because of tho tacit understanding; v.i.th 
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SARAOAT. and FAFPA17I • However, when SAT; AO AT and FAlTFAHI deserted F/.CCOTiI 
end TO TO:?, RUvOR then -turned to PICCOLI for an cjqvl unnt i on . HULK© 
allegedly very 1) it ter about tie- recent. -political events , because in , 
spite .of Ms resignation to /jet a political clarification, nothin/; lias 
rea'liy chanced. Both PICCOLI and EUIIOU Jen o-a why the situation evolved 
an it did. Source maintained that •the PIC C 01I«dlU5 AOR—TAVIAITI grouping 
is still workable. 

Contact between EDITOR and PIC COLT io. being maintained by BISSEGLIA, an 
young man in EDITOR • s entourage. Source alleges he does not trust 
BISSEGLTA because what he says and what he does ore two different things', 

The BASISTI are spreading rumors saying that PICCOLI is a, Eight ’dinger. 
They, claim that PICCOLI is rigid on the political front, but dbes not 
favor ; social reforms. Source says that in fact PICCOLI supports COLOT. OTO 
and tJiat there is a good chance tJie COLOMBO Government. may last until 
elections. 



COLOMBO allegedly has turned to General PARCHES! for support. According 
to source there is an agreement among politicians that MARCHES I v/ill 
remain as Chief of Staff Defense until after the elections are comrletod 
in 1971. 

During a ceremony held this morning at CP3A1I0 source says that General 
GIRAUDO, Secretary General Defense, told source he wants to become Chief 
of Staff Defense after Genera,! Ji/iRCFIOSI leaves. Source replied that v>e 
must wait and see how the situation develops, but that now everyone 
must support General HABCHE3I* 

ANDREOTTI io still very bitter with PICCOLI and other members of the DC 
and the PSD because of their contribution to Ms failure. Everyone is 
now saying that AKDREOTTI claims to have only two enemies: The PSD • and 

PICCOLI. 

According to source, many people say that General PODDA and Lt Colonel 
IUCCI and others in SID campaigned very actively for A1TDPL0TTI during 
his attempt to form a Government, Source ' states that IUCCI claims to 
be a relative of A1TDRECTTI. IG.CiTIO GAO is a very conscientious man , 

He has many contacts within the PSD, especially v/i ’oh CARTCLTA end FJORD I, 
He is also a good friend of EUJIOR, Ho is a trusted individual in the 
trade unions and ho has numerous ties with the 'bitioan, He has a good 
picture of y/hat is happening on the current political econo . 
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The following information was obtained from a reliable military source 
on 11 September, 

The DC National Council mooting rill be held in, Rome on 20 September, 
Many believe that FAITjTAHI will attempt to form tire "new majority" 
recently talked about, which would include ARDREOTTI, M0110, the 33ASJSTJ, 
DONAT C ATT IIT, and others. According to scarce if the declaration 
(document) issued by the Council is not suitable the PSU may leave the 
Government , At this moment it is very difficult to predict what the 
outcome of this meeting may be, but source believes it .represents a. 
critical point in the current political situati on ♦ If the COLOMBO 
Government can hurdle the meeting it may lost until January, 

The appointment of Chief SID will bo made between 20-22 September, 

Source now feels fairly certain he will got job. He indicates that the 
appointment will be cleared by TANA3SI, with SARAOAT and with the Council 
before being announced. 



The situation in Trento is not very good. Recently a Right Y’ing group, 
the AVAKGUARDIA HAZIOMALIJ (estimated strength 70, 000 ) had requested 
permission to hold a national convention in Trento, but was turned down 
by the authorities because of previous clashes between extreme Left 
organization members and extreme Rightists, The Left 7/ing organization, 
LOTTA CONTIEUA, has applied for permission to conduct a nations 1 ,], assembly 
in Trento, The authorities, have not yet acted on the request, In the 
meantime the Right V’ing group is- -protesting: the denial of authority to 
conduct their meeting. PICCOLI in very concerned about, the situation 
and is in touch with Minister of Interior R3SSTIV0, Source reminded mo 
that Trento v/as tho place where Italian Fascism, began. 
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Tho f'ol lowing reports wore received fyem a reliable jailiiary no-ir 
on ft ■ Scptir.'be.v 1970 , 



Conversations with Friends in Touch with OD Circles (The Party Pec v-eio 
and the Party -loado ureters ) 

1 . JIqH at i o n* be tween FO- TFAPT ' pr.d 

Apparently those are very cordial hut in reality s resold in,*? has 
changed between the two men in the recent period, Tho Policy.* in/,- arc 
the causes: 

A, POillAHI * a continued intolcrenoc in putting up with 
the cuff ocatirif* end overhear ixig ways of FAjiFAihl 

who rightly or wrongly eon .eiders himsolf the guiding 
beacon of Italian 'political Iife$ 

B, Almost all FAIiFAJTI/JiT vit3). the except. ion of 2303(50 and 
<110 i A, who ace the only true faithful follcwavs of 
the President, have drawn closer to 'i'-ORLAiJI and this 
hue given FOPLAdl tho c curate to 'finally think 
about fighting the toured professor , at leash au.ee 

in a .while" j 

C, The dictatorial and indepervdeivt ways of the profess or 
who has always • placed everybody before f ait-acccnnl i , 

2. Tho La Base faction: 

. A, KARO OmA and pi? KIT A. are definitely vith P0R.Vi.Ti'?!* 

B, GALLCSTI and GBAEELLI arc definitely with AFOKFOTT?:, ' 

3. Even though ccnatruoti-ve (pea? t • -o) nev/s ihoe.u have been c:ircu.'i av : > 
regarding tie foreign trips? ' of f reerbeni FiVc/PAXT, j.t in v/ol'J knave In 
cir-ol’oo. 'close ho the Pros. ".dent that; 

A. Tho mooting with President. FTXC7 Vied hear rw' vocted 
Ivy FAV'Aril neb idXOT;, 
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The no^.ir-gs in t* -r V.?.?}' we- c rye v-ngnc to wy thO 
foundation ' "o- r :-r • x- rr-.v-.tfvl ,d\ s.-ur,*-;. <•« ' ' ; ih the , 
PCI. Hr-ic: the • css it is -said ILM ih«?d ccnincta -re: 
bei;:~ c r • •-.••ac.+.sd in the U,ei, bv ."’AIL l * S cco .. iuent-c 

lrsesn myi in the USS-i directly by VJ-j. y;-ji J. , 

probably via the •lovset .v5r.bc.ssy- in -iO;;:e« 



A Conversation with Friends who Favo Connections in Social 'Democratic 
Party Circles 

1, Pro b i d oji A^i 

An intense maneuver behind closed doors is underway v.-i ihrn tne 
Christian Democratic Party and lias as its purpose the creation ox a 
now majority centered around President FAWm\ _ This majority has hcon 
defined as left leaning and has the following aims: 

A. A discussion with the PCI (sic, probably should- he 
PSl) to lay the basis in the country for a strengthening of the PSI at 
the expense of the PCI and with the resulting weakening of the PCX; 

B. The formation of a PC/PSI government with the exclusion 
or, at least with minimal participation limited to a few people, of 
the other parties of the center-left (PSU and PHI) . 

To reach thin objective which has as its ultimate aim the election 
of FAFF APT as President, of the Republic, COLOMBO would he supported m 
h’’ s current governmental activities until the elect .ions* An a.pi eei^cnt 
between KAFCIWI and COLOMBO on this matter is already in existence 
under the watchful eye of FAKFAKI. In the now majority would he 
AlfDFPOTTT . COLOMBO, KOBO, loft-wings of the DC, F0HLAP1, An as jet 
undefined maneuver to thwart KOBO' c initiatives which .aim at Le.-ng. 
considered the# champion, of the Catholic left (is also part of this n.lan) 

2, The Chu rch 

The fundamental problem is the divorce question. On this issue ?t 
seems that prominent Catholic personalities :mo negotiating with waver- 
ing senators to attract their votes end cause the, at len.sx temporary, 
failure of the passage of the bill. An agreement between the DC and 
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Church, The Church in fact is losing prestige ir ns tv/ factions of 
the PC party and in the ACLI* The* Church regards COLCTJBO with. much 
confidence and hope. It also favors PICC01I "to balance the influence 
of FAKFANJ."} it at tenets to convince Ah DVrdOTT ]’ to really support 

coLcamo. 

3. The following are political problems which could load to a 
government crisis: 

A. Divorce f 

B. Housing construction measures (changes in law 167 )f 

C. The financial situation which is regarded as particu- 
larly serious in view of heavy debts of the government 
controlled corporations and of the social assistance 
institutes j 

D« Union agitation of a selective nature to complete 
labor contracts in various categories. 
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1’OHEIGH ‘ DIRRKWMATIOlv 



TO 



FROM 



THE AMBASSADOR 
THE ARIY ATTACHE 



date: 



IT September 19’'’ 0 



suiijegt: FHOifTE HAZICHALE • * 

The following information was obtained from a reliable military 
source on 6 September; 



Between the 19th and 30th of 'August, there have been persistent 
reports from usually well- informed quarters regarding presumed 
imminent initiatives of a subversive character inspired by the move- 
ment of Valerio Bnrghese. There has also been talk about collusion 
with the movement on the part of military elements. F.ven though 
these reports have been unbelievable and later clearly demonstrated 
to be unfounded, the fact is that it points up the preoccupation 
of many people with the current situation. 

It is certain that the reports which claim collusion 'With 
military officials have been disseminated by ranking members of 
the Pronto Nationals hoping thereby to acquire more prestige in 
the circles of the right. 

On the other hand, the extreme left has readily amplified 
these rumors of collusion with the military to re-emphasize their - 
long held views about the danger faced by the extreme right and 
to justify their claim of the acceptance of the right by military 
officials. 



Some people say that the whole exercise was designed by Dorghese 
to attract away from the MSI the youth groups. 

After the incidents at Trento, various right wing youth 
groups have accused the leaders of the MSI of being too tepid in 
their reaction. Valerio Dorghese is now attempting to profit from 
the current discontent and' thus attract these youth elements to 
his organization. 



Allegedly, Dorghese has at his disposal a great amount of 
financial hacking and o : aims to have some military officials. 
However, after the death of Admiral Miehe lagnoli , many military 
members of his group disassociated themselves.' The M3 1 is no 
lon ger In a position to act with restraint but must undertak e 
conspicuous acts or run the risk of losing a p;oo d part of i ts base, 
e specially the activist ft . ■ (The~ Pronto Ka/tona .1 e has recently be o n 
responsible fo” the appearance of the following wall posters: ’’The 

MSI surrenders; the Fascists do not surrender.") The K3I now finds 
itself ’In the unenviable position of demonstrating Its capacity for 
reaction should there be gr:;; ops rf the episodes that took 
place in Trento and 0°noa.. shT. not take aisrennive action. 
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on 1 3 •'roptoKhcr I^?0: 

LT C!iN Cirino Rubino, CG of '3rd Army (Designate), died on 3.3 
September after suffering e heart attuek lose week . The following 
generals are be inn considered to replace him: 

LT* GEM Alossi , now stationed in Brussels 

l.T* GEM Ban Giorgio, now CG of the T 0 .<?co-K!T.illana Military 

Regional CoiriTAnd in Florence 

LT GBM Galateri, now CO V Corps and presently slated for 
reassignment to the School of Higher Military Studios in 
Home at end of October 

LT GEM Pis tot ti, now commandin '' Sicilian Military Regional Command 
The following information -was -obtained from the same source on 15 September: 

With regard to the reassignment for the position of Commanding General, 
3rd Army, source said that the. .job had been down-graded in importance and 
that, many generals had no desire for it. According to source, the Army 
may noon implement a plan re -designating the 3rd Army Headquarters a Corps 
Headquarters with provision for re -di signaling to an Army Headquarters in 
case of hostilities. 



Wo then discussed the appointment of a new Commanding General of the 
Carabinieri. Source said that the Carabinieri would give anything to have 
General Forlenza, the present. Commanding General , extended, because under 
him they can do as they please. Source also related the following story to 
illustrate a point about General Sootto - Lavina, who is one of the candidates 
for the job: 



Several weeks ago, LT GEM Sootto-Lavina, Commander of the 
Rome Military Regional Command, made an unannounced inspection 
visit to a unit in the field. The unit was commanded by a 
Colonel Ottnviani, former Military Attache to Cairo who returned 
about, a year ago. Reportedly, this individual had not been 
feeling well since his return and was ex tremely high-strung. 
According to sources present at the time oT the inspection, 
General Heotto-Lavina was very critical of uhe unit and refused 
to give any consideration to the Commander's explanation for 
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tlio sitrxti on . Colonel C-l.i avi Hiri. ified to cos r?u t sui-ciao 



by slash! ng his v? riots an? 
]’*• vsv; Gisroviorel and reef 
save him. Oi l v , r ' I v tb i :■ 
official who root iv&d a 1,< 
attempted -suicids . 



’ r ; r. ?;yc*vbi:;o of bgjv'J.tuafws . 

: j v(.’< 1 metical assistance in time to 
i hd.npsneb, 3 v:as with' a senior n-l 3 it ary 
.•lo phone call advising it 1 m of r,h<: 



Source a ay 5 that General OcoLl p-Levinia ban a reputation for bain}’; 
goo:! officer and commander , but person who bps no sensitivity for the 
feelings of . o thorn ; and that he leeks ordinary consideration for other::.. 

As a result of tills incident, the Carabinieri have lot it bo known 
that they do not vault .'Joottri-LavJna as their commander. Source initiates 
that the Caijnbinicri favor having a weak pc re on a lit;/ to command • them at • 
this time. «This would give them a freer hold over their own affairs 
Source then asked me if 1 had ever- heard of a General Mine, for some time 
in NATO . commands , whose name has popped up as a possible nominee. Source 
described General Kino . as a bachelor sometimes involved in sexual aberrations, 
Source stated that rumors, had it that Carabinieri might favor someone like 
him because they could manipulate and control him. (Kotos On l ; l ■ 

September I was requested by a senior military officer to provide a' General 
Minn with the address of a clinic in Houston, Texas, where, he could get a 
"super" F.KO and KI5G .• General Kino is said to be going to the U. S, on a 
tour in October. Bachelors in Italy are often justly or unjustly accused 
of having homosexual tendencies, f.ourco admitted there was no real evidence 
against General Kino. ) 

Source stated that the Italian Army is going to station a battalion 
of troops in the Bari area. No reason was given for this move. 
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FOREIGN DTrUTli'lXJCAT.rON 



to : 'THE AMBASSADOR 
FROM : THE m:i ATTACHE 
subject: Current Italian Political Situation 




date: 



IB September 1.970 



•The following information was obtained from a reliable military source on 
14 September. The original source is a civilian with extensive contacts 
in the PSU, trade unions, and the Church. 

# 

According to information obtained from PSU circles: 



1) The Fanfani group now follows the political line of Forlani -Mori inn . 

In Basisti circles, the division of the two groups continues to be accentuated 

- the first fully lined up with the Forlani line made up of Dcmita, 
Marcora, Misasi, and recently Cossiga; 

- the second called the ''waiting group", with sympathies distinctly for 
the DC Left (Donat-Cattin) made up of Gallon! and Granelli. 

2) Forlani -Mor lino are supposed to be at the Center of a new DC majority: 



- to which there would gravitate the Korotei, exclusive of More, who 
desires to maintain a personal position without any outside obligations; and 
the Basisti of the first group; and perhaps even those of the second group, 
Colombo, maybe Andreotti , and all the Fanf aniani . (Source says it is un- 
likely that both Colombo and Andreotti could be together in this grouping.) 

- The position of the Dorotoi and Sealfa.ro is uncertain. 

- The new Majority probably will seek to leave . someone to the Left 
(Donat-Cattin) and someone to the Right, thus constituting a real force in 
the Center. (Source indicates that the Piccoli-Rumor-Taviani group may be 
the ones left to the Right.) 

’ - However, it is very probable that for now the situation will continue 

to remain fluid. The problem of the constitution of the new majority is’ 
closely tied to the problem of the stability of the government. Cnee the 
attempt is made to define the new majority, if the 'move is not handled 
equitably, it could load to unpredictable situations. 

3) Divor ce - This is a great political problem that now is 
heated discussion and controversy. 
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b) The inexj.ster.ee of precise regulations spelled out in the 3 f'.w 
concerning the wardship and protection of the children and non-offending 
spouse . ~ . 



- As a result, should the divorce law be passed by force in its 
present forte as originally conceived , there would be created a grave schism 
betv.'een the Church and the laity, with a consequent great loss to the Christian 
Democrats (as a party), who would be forced to fight, a political battle, 
evidently not desired by them. 

- Vfe must add to this the maneuver of the Communists. There have been 
signs, in fact, that the Communists' demonstrating an understanding' of the 
Church's position on the question of resolving the problem of divorce 
would like to acquire benefits today denied to them in the Christian world-- 
benefits which could have unforseeablo results and certainly positive ones 
for them in gaining political ends. 

- Consequently, in an effort to prevent such an eventuality, there are 
~~ those close to the Secretariat of the PSU who think that it will be necessary 

for Social Democrats, also in accord with a part of the PSI, to present 
amendments to the projected divorce lav; so as to make these acceptable to 
the Church, (in some cases, defined even in lay circles as inonstruous. ) 

H) In PSI circles, the political line of Kancini-Vigllanesi is pre- 
vailing. This line seeks to reduce tensions in the political and trade 
union camps and is trying In definitely disassociate itself from the line 
of the PCI. 

5) The Mancini -Colombo accord, which has replaced the Rumor-Dellartino 
accord, has given and continues to give force to the Government, especially 
because in the trade union camp, all of the UIL (PSI, PSU, PHI ) is adopting 
a political-economic line closer to the Government and detaching itself 
from the positions of the CGIL. 

- Besides, in the PSU camp, Tanassi and Preti are acquiring force 
gradually so that the actions of the 'Government will prevail over those 
actions which are purely party polemics. ' There are indications that the 
PSI and PSU are adopting nearly similar positions in actions concerning 
the Government, while the argumentative and trade union Left of the DC 
gradually moves closer to actions more in accord with the Communist lino. 
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IROM 



TIE MUff .TiTACIE ^-p c - 



subject; Current Italian Political Situation 



The following information was obtained from a reliable military source 
on 17 September . 

Source stated that in a meeting held on Tuesday evening, lf> September, 
Dr. Ravenna of UIL said that they are not in accord with Uancini's 
recent efforts to reduce tensions. The PCI must now assure positions 
against the Colombo Government. 



Source has been told by Piccoli that the DC National Council meeting 
I on 23 September will not take up the question of a political clarification 
i within the DC and the formation of the new majority. Allegedly, Porlani 
i feels it better to keep this meeting low key and avoid action that could 
| cause a definite crisis, at this time. Instead, For lard intends for these 

matters to be decided in October v.'hen another council meeting will be held. 

i . . 

Fonfanl is still a question mark. Word going around now is that 
! Pan fan i did not assume any Important international obligations while in 
Moscow. He only attempted to obtain Moscow's help in influencing local 
• Italian Communists not to Impede Fanfnni ' s campaign for the Presidency. 

Source says there is a feeling of gloom and pessimism among Democratic 
politicians with the present political situation in general. Those people 
feel no real progress has been made despite the change in government, 
i They are especially critical of the agnostic policy followed by the Vatican 
| with the Communists. Many politicians maintain no real progress will be 
; made against communism until the Church changes its stand. 

! , 

j Source left Rome at noon today and will return on' 'Monday . 




' * 

'•i 



\ ^ .. 4 r f U&? J 

,.dx*-- •■' 4 , !•,' f •> ■ 

' *:*V. j +. ' * • '* , * * .■ , F $> •* 









' *• *»«* *'■ -n 



9 1 , '•■ S' < ' ?• 

4f 'I 



* 

•J.r' 



i: X” ':"? 



- <• ->• , .:•• • .«/<_ 

;t ; r v : r; 4 ■ 

§£i , V/ -' / 5- ^ 






1 , ' J. • : ->- 



ifv- <*£': 



/ 



-irli,- 



•■ •.<:• j 

L . ..<•!> 



j 



,tl i ' :"5. ., 

/ i . r. 

■ :■ vwv , 

.* :.,r ■'■• ' •■■■. 

■S - ■ i ;i '. 






'S 



I • V: 

* . : --ft . X'i ,v 

K .# >. 

’ ' v' r 



•4 1 ^ 



b «“ 



V- * 



Hv i . ?■ sivctet”-- ri# foMiiiau digt-k miction 4# ■.;•• ; . 

, •'/ !g ._•« i ■• ,v. ; . • ••#•-•*• 

»!* •• '! ' %: '1 4 • ■ ■ r--* 



*=: > 4 f •.. 



tovjard 



- There forn , orwf^ ^tftertfatlor&that the Ritualioii. i| evolving 
h a reinforoem3|rt^f Cenier-I-fc*ft formula, a re5.nfhi>eetixs^i, v.-^’lch 



could be followed by oven |pi^|lt||bility should the Oovernraont succeed 
In a timely ro Solution -fit Ihd dtvOrce problem. 

«' ••■■• ■ 1,; ■- ' ■•■■■^ 4 ' :■ '•) 





to , : 

>'KC>M 



S t. f l i*(J j J ; i ^ j w; i $ 'j < !j y r, > 



OWCu.A’ ♦ '"V.u'MO. 19 # 

**'vT },i/ l ' •* 

CSA Mr. -f.: t*« UMyll.v 



UNIT SD STATES GO V J- UNMEN i f.'Af'LT ilUVbm DI-So#.! 



« /A 



/i: //. yj q/y* /s /}/• /"f /;/j rt^i-vn 

« C/ / * <-'S> / U'l {/ Isisisif I' / d' 



.The -Ambassador 
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Current Italian Political Sitv.atS on 



The foil owing inf ormatior, was obtained from a re3 iable rail it ary source 
on 23 September, 

Source reports that at last night 1 n DC National Council meeting, 
AI7DPEOTTI tried to generate an action to constitute a new majority 
without COLCIBO, F0P.LA17I, and the miOTUPICCOLI group. PORLANI had 
'announced’ only two agenda' items* the first a review of the recent 
crisis and the program of the present. C0L0UB0 Government and dis- 
cussion end approval of a 'Statute governing the youth group of the 
DC. This latter proposal is designed to make young people more 
politically conscious and to got more participation by then in 
political affairs • Source stated that AlTDifflOTTI and OALIjOHJ presented 
a request to add their item to the agenda, hut their request was 
denied. 

Source again hr cached the subject of Pr&rident tTi:con’s visit and 
said that General HARCHJJST end other military loaders hoped that the 
President would he told the .whole truth about the political situation, 
i,e», bow really serious it is. They feel the President must take 
advantage of this opportunity e.mi speak most energetically with 
President SAflAOAT and the Pope about the necessity of adopting a 
strong attitude against Communism i y and to have the courage 

to sneak out against it. They" want the President to have faith in 
Italy’s Armed Forces and in their desire to maintain Italy freo and 
democratic. Source said this is a good time for the U.3, to invest 
heavily in newspaper and other media to assist in the battle against 
the Left* The.- Soviets spare nothing in their support of Leftist 
activities in Italy# 
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FROM 



THE ARMi’ ATTACHE^*' 



subject: 



Current Italian Political Situation 



The following information was obtained from a reliable military source 
2? September: 

Source stated that he had discussed coming visit of President 
Nixon with General Marches! and that they Wished the following 
message passed in some way to ‘the President during his visit: 

’’Although the political situation is very .confused and is becoming 
increasingly more difficult, there are still some Democratic politicians 
who are seeking to maintain a stable Democratic government. Rest assured 
that the Armed Forces are here without political attachments and with 
"no designs to obtain political power. The Armed Forces are strongly 
democratic and are on guard against surprise." Source stated that 
General Marches! may have some other message to pass on by the end of 
■ week . 



Source also told me of his discussion with General Marches! 
in regard to activities of the extreme left and right-wing groups. 

They wish to confirm they do not want to encourage either side, but 
th e military find it. convenient that the force s o n the right are th ere. 
The Armed Forces remain in the middle and will be closely observing “*■ 
the actions of all groups, Source then reminded me of the order 
recently dispatched to all military commanders advising them to pre- 
vent all groups, regardless of color (red or black), from attempts 
at ideological penetration and political activism in military organ - 
izations. Source gave rne copy of this document on 19 September. 

Source stated he would have more information for me on this subject 
at a later date . 

Source said that just a few hours ago he had heard that A 1ml rant e 
h ad been in contac t -w ith -Valerio- Borg hese trying to reach an agreement 
on the United Youth Front. There are no details available at thirT 
moment, but we will be kept informed. About a. month ago, Almirante 
• was reported to be very concerned about the efforts of the Fronte 
Hazionalo to attract the youth group from the MSI'. This group, ca lled 
’’ Avanmuardia Nazlonalc”, reportedly has about Eq .OOQ members. The 
propaganda to lure away .the youth group dealt with* the ini Id manner 
of the MSI in dealing with current problems. 
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to : Counselor for Political Affairs date: 2P September 1970 

from : Army At tor he 

subject: Current Italian Political Situation 




The 'following information was obtained from a reliable military source: 



Source states that Vatican has been trying to induce P1C00LI to make 
a statement on divorce to the effect that the Vatican was ready to 
accept the divorce law v/ith amendments of the PC. PICCOLI reportedly 
is giving the matter very careful consideration because he feels that 
it would be a very dangerous thing for him to make this pronouncement , 
lie is fearful that he may cause a party crisis and he especially 
wishes to avoid this because of his previous involvement with the 
RUMOR Government crisis. Source stated that FANFANI wants to complete 
action on the divorce bill by 6 October and that FANFANI will not make 
any statement which supports the Vatican's position because this will 
certainly alienate 'the. Communists, Source commented that lie and 
other military loaders hope that PICCOLI does not accede to the 
Vatican 1 s request. They prefer him to sit this one out because they 
fear that PICCOLI may be. further isolated in the PC if he openly 
supports the Vatican. 



BOSCO has been speaking to many people, claiming that he is speaking 
for FANFANI and saying that the time has come to form the new majority 
within the DC under the leadership of FANFANI. The objective wouid be 
to resolve outstanding problems as quickly as possible and to accomp- 
lish this by working with the Left (PSI and PCI), Source believes 
that FANFANI could get his wa 7 / becauso the P 6 politicians are tired. 

If this plan succeeds, PICCOLI and his friends would find themselves 
isolated. No one can predict what effect this maneuver by FANF ANT 
will have on the COLOMBO Government which at the present time seems 
to be developing a broader base of support because most elements and 
industrialists favor a stable Government. However, this FANFANI 
attempt would be a further slide towards the Republic a Conciliare, 
which eventually would see the Communists in Government, 

At the Council of Ministers meeting today Defense Minister TANASSI 
reportedly will seek COLOMBO'S approval for the nomination of a new 
Chief SID. The announcement will probably be rondo tomorrow or Thursday 
but there is no indication yet of the identity of the individual. 



There have been an increasing number of statements by General FANALI, 

Chiof of Staff Air Force, letting it be known that he wants to become 
Chief of Staff Defense. Source would not speculate as to reasons for this, 
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TO 



THE AMBASSADOR 




FROM 



THE ARMY ATTACHE ^" c - 



subject: Current Italian Political Situation , 

• . • 

The following Jrifonnation was obtained from a reliable military scarce.: 

It represents the current thinking of source and some members of the 
DC and PSU. The document in Italian was prepared by thi.s group after 
a series of meetings held 30 September - 1 October: 

« 

After all, the most important problem in the present Italian political 
situation is that of the Democratic Christian (DC) Party. Recently, the 
party has not maintained a compact, precise anti-comirunist line, but 
through the tactics of a number of its exponents, it ins dealt with the 
Socialists on the left and with serious collusions with parties of the a , 
extreme left. 

There had been a great hope recently that the DC would take action to 
halt its slide to the left. However, preoccupation with internal, order 
in the DC and the ambition to achieve the Presidency of the Republic 
have caused FANFANI to turn to the left,, which even with his skill at 
maneuvering is extremely grave. The declarations of B0SC0 in Naples on 
27 September are very clear; and because they were expressed by the inost 
qualified and. leading right-winger of the FANFANI group, this constitutes 
a confirmation of the reports circulating for some time that FANFANI 
was moving to the left to attempt to gain control of the DC with the 
help of its left wing. To this, we add the hybrid situation of 
ANDREOTTI who, from a position on the extreme right, seeks— with the 
help of the DC Parliamentary group— to be the leader of an accord, 
more or less conciliatory, with the extreme left. 

The Rumor-Piccoli group and the COLOMBO group on the other side, 
considering the inheritors of the D0R0TEI after the break-up, are 
the only solid points holding the line against the progressive slide 
to the left of the DC. They represent, together with the TAVIANI and 
SCALFARO groups, that third of the DC not yet contaminated with the 
"opening to the lefu." Very important in this contingency is the 
position of Catnolic Action, which is very close to the political 
line of COIOMBC, who is revealing himself at this time rruch mare 
active and solid than his predecessors. 
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Therefore, we can conclude that for the mo; rent ;>r the DC, the 
tactical, line of the left prevails over that of the right. This greatly 
weakens the position of the DC in its confrontations with the Socialists 
of the PSI and with the comnunists. 

As for the PSI, the political line of MANCINI is essentially directed 
at acquiring the maximum power through accords with both DC party 
members and communists, seeking at the same time to exclude in every way, 
possible the rival Social Democrats and Republicans. 

In this situation, the positions of the PStJ and PRI are very weak 
because they are being progressively shunted aside by the convergence 
of the DC and PSI, with the powerful outside support of the PCI. 

In conclusion, the tactics of the comnunists to advance progres- 
sively toward participation in power (rule) is about to be successful 
if the anti-communist forces fail to interpose and demonstrate much 
greater strength in front of the attacks against the civil and productive 
life of the country, attacks which generate a growing lack of faith in 
all strata of the population. Above all else, the position of the 
Church as the inspirer and guide for the members of the DC will be one 
of the most determining factors. 

Unfortunately, at this time we cannot envision the formation of an 
anti-communist majority (front) even if favorable to social reforms 
sponsored by the DC, and even If the actions of FANFANI make it seem 
to the contrary. The failure to dissolve the Houses has denied the 
majority of the country from electing a Parliament responsive to its 
real will. Therefore, It will be very difficult to reverse this 
negative attitude and trend, especially because there are symptoms 
of resignation and adaptation even among those politicians who should 
have the courage and the possibility of acting to the contrary. 
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S' 



The Ambassador 



date: 5 October 1970 



Army Attache \^yC • 



Current Italian Political Situation 



The .following information vras obtained from a reliable military source 
on 2 Oct obor , 



The information reflects the analysis of the political situation by 
source and certain members of the DC and PSU, Meetings were held by 
this group on 30 September and 1 Oct obor. 

Recently -the tactics of tho Communists and their allies have changed 
completely. Until 1968 they generally maintained what might ho 
categorized as constitutional opposition. The only exceptions were 
the insurrections of 1948 projected by the attempt on TOGLIATTI, and 
tho i 960 episodes against TAJ1BR0UI and the MSI Congress in Genoa, 

After the "French May" of 1968 a new tactic was initiated in the 
international Communist camp. This new system has made the greatest 
progress and achieved the most success in Italy, 

On the one hand, there is a permanent insurrection against all the 
authority of the state and against all the national prodxiction 
activities, accompanied by intensive action designed to weaken and 
undermine the values of our civilization. 



On the other hand the PCI, while supporting the movements that spread 
the insurrection in the name of democracy and liberty, takes advantage 
of a rigid and legal line designed to place the organs of the state 
in crisis. 

Moreover, the PCI profits from the disruptive activities of allied 
groups in other parties and organizations (PSI-PC-CISL-UIL-ACLI and 
various cultural and technical groups). These forces comprise about 
35$ °f the electorate end in Parliament could in certain cases muster 
a little over 50$ of the vote. To confront these forces we have an 
anti-Communist political conglomerate that is divided and suffering 
a rapid and serious decline in power. 



In particular : 

the groups of tho Right from the MSI to the PLI cannot play a meaningful 
counterweight role; 

the PC, whioh has in the past blocked the march of Communism in ooopera— 
tion with the Church, actually is the prey of a pseudoleftist crisis. 
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v/ith internal battles that impede every function of its poli cy of 
Government. and which could ■ lend to disintegration of the party? 

the PSI, which should have isolated the Communists, is with the Con ter 
Left on a path very close to Front ism. 



Consequently, even though two-thirds of the electorate is anti- 
Comnjuni st , "because of the politics played by the parties and Parlia- 
mentary ?pronps, we are in an extremely weals: condition to confront the 
twin Communist tactics which paralyse the stato through their continuous 
guerrilla warfare of union and political agitations. 




In such a political situation, we have a Government that is based on a 
..majority with the Socialists playing a decisive role, and is powerless 
to contain the attacks of the Communists and their allies. 

As for the economy, the situation until new has not assumed grave 
aspects. However, a serious economic crisis could develop at any time 
because cf the continuing internal sabotage articulated by unions, 
activists, and strikes in industry, and the mismanagement of activities 
of the State and Parastate . Such a crisis would give a new impulse 
to the disruptive activities of the Communist front, even if some 
believe, using the 1964 situation as an example, that a negative 
economic situation (an economic crisis) might calm people's passions. 
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Counselor for Political Affairs 



date: 6 October 1970 



Army Attache 
Current Italian Political. Situation 



The following information was obtained from a reliable source with 
intimate contacts in the PSU and from a reliable military source 
on 6 October, 




The civilian source says that according to members of the PICCOLI 
group that FAIJFA1TI continues his behind-the-scenes maneuvers to 
isolate PICCOLI and organize, a majority within the PC oriented 
toward the Left, They also maintain that just recently BISSAGLIA 
has been inducing RUMOR to move away from the PICCOLI and TAVIAIH 
groups and join forces with FAUFAITI. The rea3on3 given for 
BISSAGLIA* s actions are that he is still very angry with PICCOLI 
because he feels that PICCOLI* s influence with RUMOR brought about 
RUI.IOR's resignation on 6 July, It is said that BISSAGLIA was 
working very diligently to obtain a ministerial appointment in 
the RUMOR Government and that this finished his chances, BISSAGLIA 
is also regarded as an opportunist and it is felt that he has con- 
siderable influence with RUMOR, Source stated that some peonle 
- Were discussing the possibility that PICCOLI should force the issue 
in the PC party even though this might lead to a breaking up of the 
party, which in turn would cause another Government crisis. 

The military source said that it would be foolish at this time for 
PICCOLI to undertake such an action because PICCOLI has a very 
large f oil owing among rank and file voters throughout Italy, The 
military source maintained that it would be better for PICCOLI to 
stay in the PC because in the long run he would be more effectivo. 
Both sources said they would discuss this matter personally with 
PICCOLI to find out what his feelings were on this problem. 
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